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Abstract 

The right to self-determination is found in many international treaties and 

conventions and has crystallized into a rule of customary International Law, a right 

that applies and binds the states, which are the main subjects of International Law. 

In short, self-determination denotes the fundamental and inalienable legal right of a 

people to decide for itself its own destiny within the international order. However, 

both the practical application of the right to self-determination and the recording of 

its conceptual definition, still to this day, constitute a controversial issue and an 

important field of confrontation within International Law as well as contradictory 

practice on the part of the international community. In advance, the collapse of the 

Soviet Union, in addition to the end of the Cold War as the confrontation between 

the two warring coalitions, marked also the rise of intense separatist phenomena, 

which took place in the various regions, such as Nagorno-Karabakh, Abkhazia, 

South Ossetia, of Transnistria, Crimea, Lugansk and Donetsk. 

As a result, the framework of this thesis highlights the importance and 

imperative need to examine and review the two aforementioned terms of 

International Law, namely self-determination and secession. In addition, in this 

thesis, on the one hand, an attempt is made to capture the historical evolution of 

self-determination, the aspects and the way in which it was interpreted and applied 

by the international community over time, and on the other hand, an attempt is also 

made to determine the phenomenon of secession and its etiology also as a result 

of the expression of the principle of self-determination. 

The secessionist attempts that took place in the context of invoking the right 

to self-determination within the sovereign states of Ukraine, in Crimea, Lugansk and 

Donetsk, as well as Cyprus, the so called «Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus», 

constitute those case studies, through the comparative analysis of which, this thesis, 

not only highlights the similarities and differences between them, but also describes 

the practice followed by the international community in each of the cases separately 

and, more generally, the application of International Law. Finally, based on the 

previous analysis, this thesis draws useful conclusions, as well as assess the 

practice that the international community may follow in dealing with similar 

secessionist phenomena that may arise in the future. 


































































































































































