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Abstract 

This paper examines the political economy of hybrid threats in the Eastern Mediterranean, 

focusing on how non-conventional forms of coercion intersect with economic structures, sectoral 

vulnerabilities, and state behavior. Through a comparative analysis of Greece, Turkey, and Egypt, 

the study demonstrates that hybrid threats operate primarily by exploiting economic dependence, 

strategic assets, and institutional asymmetries rather than through direct military confrontation. 

Key sectors such as energy, maritime trade, tourism, and migration management emerge as critical 

pressure points where hybrid strategies generate significant economic and political costs. The 

findings reveal distinct national responses shaped by economic capacity and strategic orientation: 

Greece emphasizes alliance-based deterrence, Turkey adopts an assertive and autonomous hybrid 

posture, and Egypt prioritizes regime stability and asset protection. Overall, the paper argues that 

hybrid threats reshape fiscal priorities and regional cooperation, reinforcing a cycle of 

securitization and economic vulnerability. Understanding hybrid threats through a political 

economy lens is therefore essential for addressing contemporary security challenges in the Eastern 

Mediterranean. 
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